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HOW WE GET | Generall |
OMORROW the country that invented the airplane is OUR ——
opening an Air Academy. AIR OFFICERS DR | ——————
From all points of the compass, ranking generals of the R = ' Summer (left), Winter (right)
Air Force are flying into Denver to see the enrolilment of ] .‘ e ‘,-op.‘cf‘
the first class—301 cadets. | N . n ﬁg'wlﬁv P 2
The cadets take up their studies at Lowry Field which e A\ < Tt | - .
will be the temporary home of the United States Air Force i VO Loviege, y b i ong 'me
J - : s Command and - !
Academy until its permanent, 17500-acre site is ready at “é":;'}‘.q.&v,_d { Ei‘"hﬂﬂ"
Colorado Springs in 1957, Squadron Ofticers’ | i
P .5:" kool are :I'.‘q-a.’ | AC%MAA; . C’
THIS AIR MATE of West Point and Annapolis has been a long onsonendy of CHOOL om‘n rue .s‘m.
time coming. But it is an important step toward security for the U. 8 The Air Universily / S {
Twentieth Century survival depends on v " o )
high quality air leadership no less than Maxuell Air | » . 00"0'5 - ’S ,“ ’f‘"
on powerful bombers and atom bombs Force Base \ | n N 3 sc""ﬂo HE Rocky Mountains form an immense ;
SURVlVAL It takes schooling to furnish this brand . AY . backdrop for the new Air Academy “Skilled in politics
of wise and good air leadership. But so, reminds George Carroll, aviation editer and diplemacy, a first
IN AGE OF Why the United States held off so long of the N. Y. Journal-American, does a memorable class flier and ware
in equipping its Air Force with a counter- 1948 report by a Presidential commission. Its title: time commander.”
A'R POWER part of the Military and Naval Academies “Survival in the Air Age.” Frank B. Allen. Wash-
is hard to explain. It made these points ington INS man. thes
Every other nation with any air force B S “The defense of the United States must be R . s
worth mentioning has had a basie air officers’ academy. We even F based on air power. ubert Harmon, 82
equipped the South Koreans with one before we did the same for our- AlR “In World Wars 1 and 11, net & single enemy
selves, l!éy - :::m except a few Japanese balloons and a few
= . lis submarines touched our mainland.
THE HEARST NEWSPAPERS watch this weekend's ceremonies at |, 20U from s
Denver with paternal pride. Their call for “a West Point of the Air” led Q” ! 9 “This will not be the case in a fulure war.
to the introduction in Congress of the first bill to establish an Air V<‘
Academy.
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Billy Mitchell’s Battle

THE RUSSIANS HAD NOT yet exploded their
first atom bomb when this document forewarned
the American people about the facts of a changing

On April 21, 1938, the late Rep. Maury Maverick of Texas brought
forward & bill to establish an Academy comparable “in dignity, impor-
tanee and selentific and tactical training” to West Point and Annapolie,
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Three Departments

LONG BEFORE THAT, on Dec. 6, 1025, Mr
Hearst foretold the need for such an Institution
He wrote:

*2¢ fo quite obvious the airplane arm as a means
of defense is becoming more important than either
army or navy, and will continually hecome propor-
tionat~ly more and more important

“It seems illogical, therefors, 1o put this most
important of the three branches under the less im-

portant branches and to divide it into sections and
to place the sections under commanding officers
whe, ne matter how skillful they may be in their
respective army and navy duties, are nol as com-
petent (o conduct the air foree as aireraft spe-
chaliste

“I should think the very abvious organization is
1o make three departments, army, navy and aere-
plane departments, and to put each under com-
petent technieal heads, and 1o make the contact

. ’

point of the three depariments a seeretary of na-
tional defense.”

TWENTY-TWO YEARS later, unification of
the armed forces did put the three branches, army,
navy and air under a secretary of defense

But a Jot had to happen before the United
States, birthplace of the Wright brothers, recog-

nized the Air Age sufficiently to authorize an Air
Academy,

As & people, we're often Just hard 1o sonvines

neither a trade school nor a football
factory.”

Primary emphasis will be put on
the humanities, the social and physicel
sciences, with flying & secondary part
of the four-year curriculum

Purpose of the Academy will bo 1o
(iR 8ir generals, por second how
tenants with a specialived knsch for
steering tiying machipes

Pilot training will come later M
places like Randoiph Field,

Maverick was then head of the aviatior ibcommittee of the House > - -y . world
Military Affairs Committee, His bill got nowhere < A 7~ \ Yet seven more years were to pass before the
He went to bat after Willam Randoiph All..'mct CAIR U. 8. took the big step of founding a basie serviee
Hearst opened 'lso'r-‘i.y'lltllnbnlr:\;,: tr:‘id-.- ROTC ACADEMY school for its professional military airmen
papers 1o a series of articie 2\ 4 ¥
WEAKNESS Rickenbacker exposing our woeful weakness £ . ! GEN. BILLY MITCHELL'S dream has been a
XPOSED in the air . . . . Jong time coming true. Amorica’'s greatest apo:tie
' — . of air power led the first mass (photo inset), first s
E w:::‘:":.:‘“.‘. ::': " " ey, . " air attack in history, 1,500 planes perintendent of the Air
BY SERlB the offing, both per- ! - \ : in 1918; suffered court martial Accdenp
ceived, and ne time — T 1 for his outspoken views in 1928, "'h‘""' from Ches.
in 1936 as the airplane really ter, Pa, was graduated in
o o ot e e Many Sdill Rise From Ranks beca won 1918 s e ‘e’ e
shering up the sageing ai of the United \ {lo ) ro w::n "‘.’" ":"“; ‘:" ’:‘ Poimt_class with Prow.
r Academy uce dent Eisenhower and
The Rickenbacker series, printed in February fven when fully eperating, the Air Academy will Army end Nevy ore slmest o o the AF another Billy Mitchell, this time learned 1o fly in Jennies
) PR - he  fo get the Academy going. The ressen: Point end of World War 1
1938, demanded an aeronautical equivalent of West fornish only 50 por cont of the new officer blood 2 oont of e the of the Atomic Age, a prophet to oF 1 vintage.
SIS 404 Annapolis and training of 109,000 pilsta O Fabowt 1300 ropsir oifars wost bo tokse lnte A, hove ot buve IR shers lo Gefend themaeives tn om ova of | oot o brothers sios o5
’ ’ . n & brother, alse
IN HIS COLUMN entitied IN THE NEWS on the AF yearly to maintein o reguler force of 27,500 Nere is the mission of the Academy os officially still mewer uncertainties? AF general, whose plane
May 24, 1940, Mr. Hearst put the case for an Air oificers, o5 mow authorired. st forth: vanished on & flight from
Academy in simple terms When eperating of full throttle, the Academy will “To provide instruction, experience and motivetion Guamn to Howsli
“Alr command requires air knowledge.” sround 600 new second liewtenants por yoar. 1o sach codet 50 he will graduste with the knowledge Tb. k, ' plo- 'o:‘ A m’r slrer a
. well rounded mulitar .
e s et e a m mripon e | i e 090wt i s i T s o bt o b inking Gonorels | - o
S Pl o ':'r"'""':"m' BOW NS e colleges and trom Officer Candidate School, for which  ment throughout o lifetime of service to his couniry, Brains, not muscle, will be the :“m'":':"w""' for bee
R & s e wny enlisted sirman mey apply ofter fulfilling cortain  leading to readiness for respomsibilitios o @ futore success factor at the Air Acad- —pryn.
ATR COMMAND REQUIRES requirements. ole commonder. emy. ouninks G Go
AIR KNOWLEDOR Says Gen. Harmon: "Woll b Colorade Springs as per.

manent site for the Acad.
emy. The others: CGen.
Carl A. Spaate, USAP
(Ret), first Chiof of
Staft of the independemt
AF; Brig. Gen. Charles
A. Lindbergh, AT resery.
ist; Mernill C. Meigs,
Hearst Corporation vice-
president, and Dr. Vieghl
M. Hancher, University
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